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Senate Conservatives Rewarded 





Ramsey’s Choices 


AUSTIN 

While Austin waited with 
much anticipation this week 
for Speaker James Turman’s 
committee lists, only to learn 
that his announcement would 
be postponed until next Mon- 
day, Lt. Gov. Ben Ramsey dis- 
closed a set of appointments 
in which the-plums again were 
given the more solid Senate 
conservatives. ‘ 

As chairman of the two most 
important Senate panels, Ramsey 
chose two members of the con- 
servative Senate “team”. Ward- 
low Lane of Center was named 
chairman of the state affairs com- 
mittee, which handles all tax leg- 
islation sent from the House, and 
Ray Roberts of McKinney was 
selected to head the finance com- 
mittee, which passes on all money 
appropriation bills. 

Roberts, elected president pro 
tempore two weeks ago, succeeds 
William Fly of Victoria, who was 
defeated for re-election. Lane 
switched chairmanships with an- 
other Senate veteran, Dorsey Har- 
deman of San Angelo, who was 
moved from state affairs to Lane’s 
former post es chairman of juris- 
prudence. 

The vice-chairmen of the two 
key committees are also conserva- 
tives: Preston Smith of Lubbock 
on finance, and Jep Fuller of Port 
Arthur on state affairs. 


Only eight of the 24 standing 
Senate committees will be headed 
by other than the staunchest con- 
servatives. These are claims, con- 
tingent expenses, counties-cities- 
towns, education, game and fish, 
redistricting, oi] and gas, and priv- 
ileges and elections. The only 
committees on which liberals and 
moderates might conceivably 
have a majority are contingent 
expenses, game and fish, redis- 
tricting, and nominations. 

A major’ consideration is 
whether a committee includes 


Budget Board Slashes 


The Legislative Budget 
Board’s biennial budget, cus- 
tomarily as spare as a skeleton, 
has a little more meat on its 
ribs this year but still lags 
$20 million behind Gov. Price 
Daniel’s “hard economy” gen- 
eral revenue fund proposals. 
The philosophy of the budget- 
makers, director Vernon Mc- 
Gee told the Observer, was to 
“make recommendations to 
take care of expanding work 
loads in present activities”— 
not much more. 

As in 1959, when the budget 
was $45 million behind Daniel’s, 
the legislative board sharply 
slashed proposed state pro- 
grams for higher education, 
public health, water projects, 
and public welfare. The Coun- 
cil on Migrant Labor requested 
$31,000 for the next two years 
and was granted nothing; the In- 
dustrial Accident Board, asking 
$592,000, was given $81,000; the 
Department of Corrections sought 
$244 million and received $19.4 
million; the vocational rehabili- 
tation division of the Texas Edu- 
cation Agency asked $7.9 million 
and was granted $5.9 million. 

A pumber of agencies fared 








enough moderates and liberals to 
bring out a minority report. With 
such a report, any bill (once it is 
taken up) can be passed by a sim- 
ple majority, but without it two- 
thirds is required. Five votes are 
required on a 21-member commit- 
tee, and neither state affairs nor 
finance appear to have that many 
fiscal moderates and liberals. 


The labor committee is as a 
whole unfriendly te unions, with 
Ratliff of Stamford chairman and 
Parkhouse of Dallas vice-chair- 
man. Other members are Hudson 
of Brownsville, Krueger of El 
Campo, and Weinert of Seguin. 
Rules is almost solidly conserva- 
tive, with Weinert chairman and 
Crump of San Saba vice-chair- 
man. 


Andy Rogers of Childress, who 
votes liberal as a general rule, is 
chairman of education, from 
which minority reports can prob- 
ably issue. 


Only two members of the Sen- 
ate failed to receive either a 
chairmanship or a vice-chairman- 
ship. These were Henry Gon- 
zalez, liberal from San Antonio, 
and Jarrard Secrest, moderate 
from, Temple. 


The 15 senators who will serve 
on both the fimance and state af- 
fairs committees, giving conserv- 
atives about a 2-1 ‘‘overlap” ma- 
jority: Lane, Fuller, Aiken, Har- 
deman, Hazlewood, Herring, Hud- 
son, Kazen, Martin, Moffett, 
Moore, Ratliff, Reagan, Weinert, 
and Willis. 

Ramsey’s committee chairmen 
in the Senate: Moffett, - agricul- 
ture; Baker, banking; Herring, 
claims; Crump, constitutional 
amendments; Martin, contingent 
expenses; Aikin, counties, citics, 
towns; Rogers, education; Rob- 
erts, finance; Krueger, game and 
fish; Reagan, insurance; Smith, 
interstate cooperation; Hardeman, 

(Continued on Page 2) 


well The highway department, 
its revenue sources removed from 
the embattled general revenue 
fund, requested $718 million and 
got $716 million. TB hospitals got 
$13.3 out of a $13.8 million re- 
quest, animal health $1.5 out of 
$1.9 million, pardons and paroles 
$1.4 out of $1.5 million, and the 
national guard armory board al- 
most 100 percent of 6§780,000 re- 
quested. 

The board, traditionally domin- 
ated by conservatives, includes 
five members each from the Sen- 
ate and the House, and is chaired 
by Lt. Gov. Ben Ramsey. Other 
members who served this time 
included three not now in the 
legislature: former speaker Wag- 
goner Carr of Lubbock, former 
senator William Fly of Victoria, 
and former representative V. L. 
Ramsey of Beckville. Others were 
Sens. Dorsey Hardeman of San 
Angelo, Wardlow Lane of Center, 
and Crawford Martin cf Hills- 
boro, and Reps. John Huebner of 
Bay City, Wiiliam Heatly of Pa- 
ducah, and Truett Latimer of 
Abilene. 

Although tk: budget board’s 
recommendations are $20 million 
below the governor’s in general 
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Henry Calls Himself ‘Unreconstructed Liberal’ 


AUSTIN 

Senator Henry Gonzalez says 
he is in the U.S. Senate race 
to stay, and no offer of a Ken- 
nedy appointment can change 
his mind. While he regrets the 
sequence of events that resulted 
in him and fellow San Antonio 
liberal Maury Maverick entering 
the same contest, Gonzalez be- 
lieves he has as good a chance to 
win as anyone. He suggests that 
state politics has become a hin- 
drance to his earning a living, and 
if he does not win the full-time, 
full-pay U.S. Senate job, he may 
leave politics. 


In an Observer interview, Gon- 
zalez, who received 250,000 votes 
in his unsuccessful bid for gov- 
ernor against Price Daniel in 
1958, identified himself as a Ken- 
nedy Democrat who favors medi- 
cal aid to the aged, federal aid to 
education, and extended mini- 
mum wage coverage. He indicated 
that he would be willing to bar- 
gain on the issue of the $1.25 mini- 
mum in the interests of extending 
the minimum to more workers. 

Planning to campaign when his 
Senate duties do not require his 
presence in Austin, Gonzalez last 
Tuesday drove more than 600 
miles to and from Fort Stockton 
for a meeting of his supporters in 
the area, returning to Austin in 
timie for Wednesday's legislative 
session. 

“I regard myself,” the senator 
said, ‘“‘as an _ unreconstructed, 





fighting American liberal of the 
old school. 

“We're running. If Jim Wright 
would stop trying to get me 
an ambassadorial position!’ he 
laughed, asserting that Congress- 
man Wright had discussed the 
idea with “influential people in 
Washington.” He said Wright also 


told persons at a South Texas| « 


reception Gonzalez would be an 
ambassador. 

Talking to a friend, Gonzalez 
said, the idea of his being am- 
bassador to a South Americar 
country came up. Why South 
America? he said he replied—‘‘I'd | 
rather to be ambassador to Dal-| 
las. Except there’s a requirement} 
you have to know the language.” | 

Is there anything to speculation | 
he will withdraw? “I want to kill| 
that right now. I wes the first| 
one to go in and file my money.” | 
If campaigning conflicts with his| 
Texas Senate duties, the duties} 
come first, but he will not with-| 
draw. 

If it was offered, was there any | 
appointment he would accept, and| 


withdraw? ‘‘Even if such had hap-| 
pened, I would be constrained to} 


defer until after the session, be-| 7 


iw 
| 


cause my first duty is to the State | 
Senate,” he replied firmly. 

What does he think of his 
chances? .“Every guy who goes to 
war thinks the bullet is for the! 
other guy,” he responded. There} 
is sure to be a runoff; “‘I feel that 
I have as good a chance as any 
body if we work hard.” 

Someone had asked him 
vote he could hope for ‘‘north of 
Austin.” ‘“‘The implication wa 
plain and clear that the Nort! 
side, the Anglos are automatically 
lined up against me. If I believed 
that I wouldn’t run to begin with 

“Kennedy said he hated 
think that being born a Catholic 
prevented a man from being 
president. I would hate to think 


what 


to 





a mame like mine and my chil- 
dren’s gives me absolutely no 
chance toe be in the United States 
I don't believe it.”’ 
the liberal vote 
g between him and Mav- 
Some have nostalgic mem- 
the maverick, but that’s 
he said. ‘‘Even the lib- 
1958 didn't go so hot for 
had their misgivings. 
| told me the governor- 
something else— 
liberals draw a line 
ut the people who said 
aren't the people who do 


Senate 


What about 


sonnotes 


ng 


Letter Exchange 
He was not, he said, ‘‘running 
nst Maury.’ He _ recounted 
ts leading up to his announce- 
t Dec. 3, followed by Maver- 
0° 
ick first put out a news 
ease saying that if Gonzalez 
would support him, unless 
1 himnself. On Nov. 25, Mav- 
wrote him enclosing a copy 
release, and adding, Gon- 
thet what Maverick 
like to do” would 
run for Congress if Paul 
lay retired. 
I looked at that. to me 
‘You go abheed',”’ Gor- 
said. Answering the letter. 
26, Gonzalez thanked Mav- 
k for his offer of support and 
told Maverick, “If you're in 
ace I'N defer to you.” 
Meanwhile, Rep. Franklin Spears 
called Gonzalez te tell him, Gon- 
zalez said, that he got ‘“ ‘hooked 
ir on sponsoring a coffee for 
Jim Wright, but was not commit- 
ted to him. Spears wanted to know 
if Gonzalez was running; Gon- 
told him he did not know, 
he was checking on Maverick and 
vould let him know by Saturday. 
told him he _ thought 
wick was not going to run, 
Continued on Page 3) 
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Agencies -- but Less than Usual 


revenue funds, the overall figure, 
including federal money, is about 
the same—$2.48 billion. Vernon 
McGee, board director, explained 
that “the state highway depart- 
ment came in with upward reve- 
nues in the highway fund,” the 
legislative board ran behind sched- 
ule this year and was able to in- 
clude the extra highway funds 
from federal money in its budget; 
the governor’s budget was not 
able to include the increase. 
McGee described the new bud- 
get as a “meat and potatoes 
budget. I never saw a budget that 
could not be cut,” he said. The 
boare’s philosophy, he said, was 
to design a budget ‘‘where there 
would not be much chance of 
reducing or lowering. The board 
is a little reluctant to tell the 
legislature what to do.” It would 
“leave the frosting on the cake 
for the legislature,” he said. 
Higher education was severely 
hit. Requests from the general 
revenue fund totaled $209 million, 
the budget board recommending 
$173 million, as compared with 
Daniel’s proposed $184 million. 
The Main University was granted 
only $255 million out of $29.9 
asked (Danie] recommended $28.6 





million.) The main college at A&M | 


got $11.7 million out of a requested 
$13.9 million, roughly the same 
as the governor’s figure. 

Junior colleges, slashed $6 nm 
lion by Daniel, was even mors 
closely pruned by the budget 
board, getting $11.2 million of $1 
million asked. 

The budget board, however, did 
not recommend any increase 
student tuition fees. Daniel 
proposed a $50 a semester hike 
provisionally linked with a ‘‘hard 
ship” program for needy students 

The department of health also 
fared badly. Its $8.4 million re 
quest was cut back to $6.7 mil 
lion, compared with the gover 
nor’s $6.9 million. The child wel 
fare division of the department of 
public welfare requested $800,500 
and was cut to $385,000. Thirty 
seven additional child welfare 
workers were sought, the budget 
board recommending four. 

Eighty field-workers were 
quested in the welfare depart 
ment, and none were granted. The 
board summed up its welfare de 
partment proposals by saying 
“Recommendations actually main 
tain the department at its present 
operating level despite the appar- 


ha 


re 


ent increase in gross amounts.” 
hospitals and geriatric 
asked $50.2 million and 
sranted $43.7 million, $2 mil- 
ess than the governor's pro- 
Schools for the mentally 
requested $23.3 ™million 
given $21.8 million, 
00 above the governor’s bud- 
TB hospital requests were 
ly $500,000 from $13.8 mil- 


were 


rectional schools under the 
Council fared about half 
lion dollars better under the 
i's recommendations than the 
r’s: $5.8 million out of $6.8 
was proposed. The Youth 
cil and the governor’s request 
2 state parole system was re- 
in the board’s budget, by 
plan which would 
t about one-third less than an 
lated $667,000. 
The plea from the Youth Coun- 
a $1.2 million home for 
eglected and dependent Negro 
idren was ignored in the board’s 


state-local 


iget 
Under building programs, hos- 
pitals asked $12.6 million and were 
recommended for $10.1 million, 
$2 million less than Daniel’s fig- 
(Continued on Page 2) 








LCB Skirmishing 


Agent Moved From Beaumont 


AUSTIN 

Sounds of hot skirmishing 
in the Texas Liquor Control 
Board wars continued to be 
heard from the San Antonio 
area this week. 

Two events, which may or may 
not be related, occurred in that 
city: San Antonio’s District Attor- 
ney Charles Lieck as part of his 
running feud with the LCB asked 
that the state agency be investi- 
gated, and LCB agent El Roy 
Mauldin Jr. was transferred from 
Beaumont to San Antonio. 

The House investigating com- 
mittee that recently probed crime 
activities in the Beaumont-Port 
Arthur area castigated Mauldin 
for feeble enforcement of liquor 
laws in that area. 

Lieck has been battling the LCB 
for what he calls its ‘‘harassment” 
of private clubs in the San An- 
tonio area. 

Some legislators see a wry con- 
nection between the two occur- 
rences. Rep. Tom James of Dal- 
las, who was one of the leaders 
in the Jefferson County probe and 
who has advocated sweeping re- 
forms in the LCB, said with an 
unamused smile: 

“This is what you call killing 
two problems with one transfer. 
Now that Lieck’s got Mauldin, 
who has never been known to 
bother private clubs, Lieck prob- 
ably won't have any more com- 
Plaints about the liquor control 
beoard’s activities.”’ 

Lieck’s siding with the private 
clubs against the LCB’s new regu- 
lation that in essence permits 
agents to enter the clubs without 
a search warrant is seen by some 
legislators as merely political ex- 
pediency. They say Lieck has fre- 
quently received campaign con- 
tributions from private club op- 
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erators. 

Lieck hotly denies it: 

“I have never received a cam- 
paign contribution from any club 
owner or tavern ever. I've had a 
running fight with the liquor board 
since 1953 when I introduced a 
resolution in the legislature to 
have the board investigated for 
arbitrarily harassing people with 
legitimate businesses, slapping a 
50-day suspension on them for no 
reason at all, that sort of thing.” 

Asked if he thought his new 
plea for an investigation stood a 
chance of being carried into ac- 
tion, he said: 

“Hell, I don't know. It depends 
on how much guts the legislature 
has. When I introduced the reso- 
lution in 1953 I limited the inves- 
tigation appeal to Bexar County 
alone, thinking I could at least 
get that through, but you ought 
to have seen the yellow dogs run. 
They get little favors from the 
board.”’ 

The power to hire and fire rests 
solely with Stevenson. 

After Mauldin’s transfer to San 
Antonio, the Observer again ques- 
tioned Stanford: Does this mean 
the Board has cleared Mauldin of 
any misconduct? 

Said Stanford, ‘I don’t know of 
any” misconduct. 

He said Mauldin would be chief 
deputy under James Dale, super- 
visor of the LCB office in San 
Antonio. Mauldin was supervisor 
of the office in Beaumont. Stan- 
ford was asked if this shift was a 
demotion for Mauldin. 

“Oh, I don’t know about that,” 
he said. 

He also said the Texas Liquor 

Control Board has instituted no 
change in policy as a result of the 
Jefferson County investigation. 
Rep. James recently threatened 
(Obs. Jan. 14) to push for a new 
LCB administrator or a new set 
of laws governing the board, if it 
did not voluntarily alter its poli- 
cles. 
Mauldin, who as a public offi- 
cial drew some pointed remarks 
from the committee when he ap- 
peared wtih an attorney at his 
side, was accused in the hearings 
by: 

be Casey Revia, 34, a Beau- 
mont truck driver, of playing the 
horses in the back of the Bowie 
Club while mixed drinks were 
being served. Mauldin said it was 
a “falsehood.” 

€ Carl Maas, Jr., 28, of Neder- 
land, a former LCB inspector, who 
said Mauldin told him not to do 
anything without receiving spe- 
cific instructions, that the private 
clubs “were here before we came 
and will be here after we’re gone.” 
He said he went to work for Maul- 
din in June of 1958 and did not 
participate in a raid until De- 
cember of that year. He said while 
that raid was in progress, he was 
asked ‘‘Does E] Roy Mauldin know 
about this?’’ 

@ Paul Jordan, 52, now an in- 
spector in Houston, who said that 
when he told Mauldin about tav- 
erns that sold drinks to teenagers 
all hours of the night he was told 
to give the information to other 
law enforcement agencies. 

@ Dave Cowsert, 38, an in- 
spector now stationed in Alice, 
who said Mauldin’s first instruc- 
tions to him when he went to 
work in Jefferson County in 1956 
were to leave the private clubs 
alone. 

When Mauldin took the stand, 
he read from a prepared state- 
ment: “I have done my dead level 
best to enforce the law entrusted 
to me. . . .” and he blamed short- 
age of personnel for any enforce- 
ment breakdown. 

Board director Stevenson testi- 
fied he had received “no com- 
plaints” about the way Mauldin 
did his job. 








Legislature Marks Time 
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~ Third Week: New Bills 


Except for the introduction 
of bills—over 100 in the Senate 
and 300 in the House—the leg- 
islature largely marked time 
again this week. The Senate 
adopted a resolution introduced 
by Sen. Dorsey Hardeman sup- 
porting the Connally reservation 
to World Court jurisdiction, and 
the House referred to its tempor- 
ary rules committee resolutions 
providing for establishment of a 
permanent House investigating 
committee, asking Congress to 
propose a federal pay-as-you-go 
amendment, requesting a commit- 
tee to name a poet laureate, and 
requiring that the Texas flag be 
flown at the south entrance of 
the capital. 

Among the bills introduced or 
about to be introduced: 

Taxes: Collect more ad valorem 
taxes on automobiles (Haring, 
Goliad); bring abandoned intan- 
gible property into state treasury 
on a seven-year pay-to-the-state 
basis (Haring, Goliad); popular 
referendum on whether voters 
want payroll, income, or sales tax, 
to be placed on April 4 ballot 
(Roberts, Seminole); several bills 
to reduce collection costs but boost 
yield from varied excise taxes, as 
proposed by Texas Research 
League (Moore, Bryan; Crump, 
San Saba; and others); authorize 
cities to give new industries a 
five-year exemption on _ local 
taxes (Smith, San Antonio); ten 
percent levy on gross receipts of 
companies issuing trading stamps 
(Fletcher, Luling); gross income 
tax at wholesale level, and on 
personal services, ranging from 
0.375 percent to 1.5 percent for 
an estimated $300 million annual- 
ly (Guffey, El Campo); tax chain 
stores on business volume as well 
as the number of units (Hughes, 
Dallas). 

Politics: Punish state employees 
and candidates for state office for 
certain political activities (Mar- 
tin, Normangee); make filing fee 
for state representative five per- 
cent of his yearly salary, 7.5 per- 
cent for state senators (Connell, 
Wichita Falls); $25,000 limit on 
campaign expenditures in US. 
Senate elections (Dies, Lufkin); 
provide for a recount of paper 
ballots upon application by any 
candidate and 5 percent of voters 
in a precinct (Butler, Kenedy). 

Education: Allow county judges 
to exempt students from compul- 
sory education law at 16 (de la 
Garza, Mission); make driver’s 
education in public schools a part 
of state program rather than op- 
tional (de la Garza, Mission); 
adopt interim committee Hale- 
Aikin recommendations, includ- 
ing $800 yearly pay raise for teach- 
ers (Aikin, Paris; Schwartz, Gal- 
veston; Hale, Corpus); tie teach- 





Senate Panels 
(Continued From Page 1) 
jurisprudence; Retliff, labor and 
management; Kazen, legislative, 
congressional, and judicial redis- 
tricting; Hudson, military and 
veterans affairs; Dies, nomina- 
tions; Owen, oil and gas; Willis, 
privileges and elections; Colson, 
public health; Weinert, rules; 
Lane, state affairs; Calhoun, state 
departments and institutions; Ful- 
ler, transportation; Parkhouse, wa- 
ter and conservation. Ww.M. 
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ers’ salaries to cost of living 
(Stewart, Galveston). 

Labor: Bills excluding from un- 
employment coverage all full- 
time students holding outside jobs 
and pregnant women unless em- 
ployed in that condition (Grover, 
Houston); increase maximum pay- 
ments for unemployment compen- 
sation from $28 weekly to $33, 
provide one-week waiting period, 
exclude students on part-time jobs 
from coverage (Johnson, Dallas); 
enforce arbitration agreements in 
labor disputes, arbitrators to be 
appointed by courts’ (Baker, 
Houston); require payment of 
prevailing wages as set by US. 
Labor Dept. upon all public con- 
struction (Springer, Amarillo). ° 

Water: Raise the size of the 
maximum amount the water de- 
velopment board can loan on any 
one project from $5 million to 
$15 million (Ehrle, Childress). 

Welfare: Establish a school for 
mentally retarded children in 
Gulf Coast area (Schwartz, Gal- 
veston; Baker, Houston); estab- 
lish residential hospitals for se- 
verely handicapped persons in 
larger cities (Gonzalez, San An- 
tonio). 

Government: 
provide municipal 
newly annexed areas (Dungan, 
McKinney); providing longevity 
pay for state employees at a rate 
ranging from $10 to $40 a month 
(members Travis County delega- 
tion); establish a ‘little Hoover 
commission’ to promote economy 
and efficiency in state govern- 
ment (Cory, Victoria; Kennard, 
Fort Worth). 

Constitutional Amendments: Pro- 
hibit a state income or payroll 
tax (Bell, San Antonio); permit 
elections for recall of county of- 
ficials and school trustees (James, 
Dallas;' Whitfield, Houston); an- 
nual legislative sessions, with 60- 
day meeting on fiscal matters on 
even-numbered years (Dungan, 
McKinney); rights not to be 
abridged or denied because of 
sex (Atwell, Dallas; Moore, Bry- 
an); elective office holders must 
resign before becoming candidate 
for another elective office (Walk- 
er, Cleveland, and others); re- 
quire state representatives to meet 
during December following their 
election to elect a Speaker (Dun- 
gan, McKinney; Lewis, Dallas); 
legalize local option parimutuel 
gambling on horse racing, taxing 
daily take at each track for an 
estimated $11 to $12 million tax 
income annually (Berry, San An- 
tonio); one percent tax on all 
business firms, for an estimated 
$100 million annually, with ex- 
emptions as ’ legislature would 
provide, to be earmarked for wel- 
fare purposes (Glass, Jackson- 
ville); repeal the poll tax as qual- 
ification for voting and substitute 


Force cities to 
services to 


(Continued From Page 1) 
ure. The Youth Council building 
request for $2.6 million was 
scythed more than 50 percent to 
$1.1 million, $200,000 less than the 
governor’s. The department of cor- 
rections asked $7 million for con- 
struction, cut to $4.2 million. 


The board recommended $700,- 
000 of a $1.4 million development 
request for state parks, and called 
for the parks board to draw up a 
ten-year planning program for 
each park. The budget report said: 
“Over the years appropriations 
have been spread so thinly over 
59 state parks that no one of them 
has been adequately developed 
to its full, potential public use.” 
Daniel’s budget gave considerably 
less attention to the parks problem. 


Board recommendations also 
included provisions for 55 new 
highway patrolmen for the depart- 











state registration; (Smith, Sap An- 


tonio); authorize state ! issue 
$200 million in bonds to 

loans to businesses to cm 
industrial development (Dies, 


Lufkin); extend workmen’s com- 
pensation to all public employees 
Harrington, Beaumont); require 
legislature, in first regular ses- 
sion after each census, to redis- 
trict congressional districts, or if 
failing to do so, give the job to 
a special committee (Green, Fort 
Worth); exempt homesteads of 
those over 65 from all ad valorem 
taxes up to $3,000 assessed value 
Harrington, Beaumont). 

Utilities: Give railroad commis- 
sion more leeway in making 
freight and passenger rates (John- 
son, Dallas); allow rural co-oper- 
atives to continue service in areas 
now being served after the section 
is incorporated in a city (Jamison, 
Denton: similar bill by Krueger, 
El Campo; Herring, Austin, and 
others). 

Business, Professions: Provide 
$100 fine or 30 days in jail for any 
persons practicing hypnotism ex- 
cept dentists, doctors, psycholo- 
gists (Miller, Houston); prohibit 
retailers from selling merchan- 
dise below invoice cost in an ef- 
fort to destroy or injure compe- 
tition (Cory, Victoria); adopt a 
trademark law and provide for 
their registering (Hughes, Dal- 
las); require banks, utilities, in- 
surance companies, and others to 
make annual reports on unclaimed 
funds (Haring, Goliad); declare 
state policy against leasing high- 
way rights-of-way for oil and gas 
development (Slack, Pecos). 

Law Enforcement: Create coun- 
ty traffic courts (James, Dallas; 
Sandahl, Austin); create county 
criminal courts, traffic cases in- 
cluded (Hughes, Dallas); codify 
juvenile laws (James, Dallas); al- 
low juveniles to be prosecuted as 
adults when officer and judge 
agree, allow juvenile judge great- 
er latitude on setting of bond, 
perm:t courts handling traffic 
violations to exercise jurisdiction 
over juvenile drivers (Spears, San 
Antonio); make personal miscon- 
duct grounds for removing county 
or district official from office 
(James, Dallas); exempt reporters 
from divulging sources of infor- 
mation; set standards of intoxica- 
tion by blood test providing .05 to 
15 as ‘“‘enough” if jury so decides 
(both by de la Garza, Mission); 
increase narcotics penalties 
(Schwartz, Galveston; Patman, 
Ganado; Baker, Houston). 

Auto Insurance: Provide higher 
premiums only if a motorist is 
convicted of certain violations, 
such as going more than 15 miles 
above speed limit, no premium 
penalty to be assessed for viola- 
tions that occurred before Jan. 1, 
1960 (Hazlewood, Amarillo). 


Legislative Budget 


ment of public safety, 27 additional 
parole officers for the parole 
board, construction of another 
prison farm and additional guards 
for the department of corrections, 
and increased out-patient facili- 
ties for mental patients in West 
Texas. 

Two controversial items are in- 
cluded: abolition of the board of 
regents for teachers’ colleges, 
placing them under the University 
of Texas board, and transferral of 
revenue from sand, shell, and 
gravel sales from the game and 
fish commission to the general 
revenue fund. 

On. salary increases, the board 
in general recommended that the 
legislature retain present levels. 

Senate finance chairman Ray 
Roberts of McKinney has already 
introduced the board’s appropria- 
tions bill. Hearings will begin in 
earnest next week. wM. 
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Henry and Maury Vie for Votes Ai Charges 


(Continued From Page 1) 
and Gonzalez said he also heard 
that Herschel Bernard, a close 
friend of Maverick's, did not be- 
lieve Maverick would run. 

“Then friends began to call and 
tell me I'd better announce if I 


wes going to” because Wright was 


coming in on Dec. 5 and was seek- 
ing commitments. “I announced 
on the third,’’ Gonzalez said. 

Dec. 5, in the evening, Wright 
was honored at a social function, 
and Maverick was quoted in the 
press the next day, Gonzalez re- 
called, as saying that modesty 
prevented him from saying who 
his first choice was for senator, 
but his second choice was Wright. 
“That made me think, well dog- 
gone, there’s something wrong— 
he had said in that letter, you 
know .. .” Gonzalez continued. 

Then Spears was quoted saying 
he thought Wright was the most 
qualified man. Gonzales _ said 
Spears called him to say the paper 
misquoted him. Gonzalez said he 
responded that if Spears thought 
Wright the most qualified, he had 
a duty to go for him. ‘‘Lately he 
(Spears) is taking a hands-off po- 
sition. That’s fine. I appreciate 
it," Gonzalez said. 

On Dec. 14, Gonzalez said, hav- 
ing heard rumors that Maverick 
might announce, he sought him 
out, locating him in the hall of 
the courthouse. ‘‘I told him I was 
willing right then and there to 
defer and get out. We didn’t think 
he was going to run—that’s why 
I announced Dec. 3.” He asked 
Maverick if he was entertaining 
the idea of announcing, and Mav- 
erick replied to him “that he 
really didn’t know, he didn’t think 
so.” 


Meanwhile, people were making 
commitments, Gonzalez said. Es- 
pecially weighing with him was a 
decision by Roy Engelke and 
Donald Brown to establish a Gal- 
veston campaign for him. A school 
teacher pledged a month’s rent 
for the office. 

On Dec. 14, they had opened the 
headquarters, but had not invest- 
ed $500 in printing, and on that 
day “I could have stopped it. But 


* * 
LBJ Won't Choose; 
Wright Holds Talk 


AUSTIN 


Maury Maverick Jr., just before 
he left the city this week for a 
hard round of campaign speeches 
through West and North Texas, 
told the Observer that Sen. Lyn- 
don Johnson has written him say- 
ing he would play no favorites in 
the Senate race. 


“He wrote me and told me he 
had too many friends in the race 
and he’d stay out of it,’’” Maverick 
said. 

Asked if he would withdraw un- 
der any circumstances, Maverick 
said, “‘No, if I have to go across 
this state like Johnny Appleseed 
in sandals telling my liberal story, 
I’m gonna do it.” Henry Gon- 
zalez, tested on this same ques- 
tion by the Observer this week, 
replied, ‘“‘No sir, I’m here to stay 
—root, hog, or die.”’ 





Cong. Jim Wright of Fort Worth, 
in an Austin press conference this 
week, said, ‘It’s going to be hard, 
and I expect to win by getting up 
earlier, working harder,: shaking 
more hands, and going directly to 
the people with the issues of this 
campaign.” 

Wright said the “primary is- 
sue”’ is the need to recapture the 
initiative for men’s minds around 
the world. This nation must not 
only say “‘these things are wrong. 
but we must say there is a right 
way.” He recommended the Unit- 
ed States join other countries in 
sponsoring FHA-type loans in 
those countries. 





Maury said, ‘You go on ahead,’ 
those were his words.” 

Gonzalez said he next had Cty. 
Cmsr. Albert Pena call Maverick 
to ask him to let him know by the 
next Saturday or Sunday at the 
latest, and that Pena confirmed 
he had delivered this message. 

Gonzalez said Maverick did not 
communicate with him by then, 
however, or any time before he 
announced on Dec. 22. 


Calling Spades 
Maverick has stated he support- 
ed Gonzalez every time he ran, 


but “that isn’t true,” Gonzalez 
said. ‘“‘In fact, where was he last 
November,” when Gonzalez was 


opposed by Republican Ike Kamp- 
mann, or during Gonzalez’ con- 
test with Republican Jesse Oppen- 
heimer in 1958. ‘‘He’s closer to 
John Goode, the Republican cam- 
paign chairman—let’s not mince 
words, let’s call a spade a spade,” 
Gonzalez said. 

But, Gonzalez added, “Idelogi- 
cally, philosophically, politically, 
practically, and realistically, I 
didn’t want it this way. I didn’t 
have to run in this race.”’ 





Now, though, he tells people 
who cannot go with him, ‘Well, 
boys, I’m sorry—we’re on march- 
ing orders, we’re looking for re- 
cruits. If you’re not interested, 
I’m sorry.” 

There had even been a rumor 
he was trying to drum up poll tax 
payments by announcing. That’s 
not so, he said. “‘I’m in to stay. 
I don’t play with people.’ 

As for ‘“‘the people who ask me 
to get out,” Gonzalez said, if he 
had announced three weeks after 
Maverick did, instead of vice 
versa, ‘‘why, they would have ex- 
coriated me.”’ ; 

“Some of these fellas, mostly 
because of the ADA association 
with a nostalgic name,” indicate 
2a Mexican-named person has no 
chance. “‘I’d like them to truth- 
fully tell me what their opinion 
would be if I had announced three 
weeks after Maverick did,” Gon- 
zalez said. 

Well, it looked like there would 
be 20 candidates now. 

“‘Look at the shopper’s choice 
the voters are gonna have!” the 
senator exclaimed. ‘I just hope 
they all stay in—I want it demo- 
cratic. I don’t understand the to- 
talitarian thinking of the liberals. 
They think it should be greased for 
the liberals but not the conserva- 
tives, it should be only one candi- 
date.” 


Who does he think the strongest 
candidate on the conservative side? 
Atty. Gen. Will Wilson “has a 
whole paid organization,’ he said. 
William Blakley will be ‘‘a fac- 
tor.” John Tower, the Republi- 
can, “has a natural advantage, a 
hard-core nucleus, a pretty tight- 
ly-knit organization, which means 
a lot in this sort of wild-horse op- 
eration.” 

But, he thought, Tower is too 
optimistic. ‘‘I just believe in catch- 
ing the fish and then preparing 
the sauce. If there are any fish 
to be caught, I have just as much 
chance to catch them.” 


It’s a Job 

What themes is he stressing as 
he scouts the state for votes? 

“The main philosophical theme 
is, I think I have the attributes 
and ability and experience that 
would serve this nation well as 
United States senator,” he said. 
“The selfish aspect is, it’s a full- 
time job with full-time pay, and 





} you do earn a living at it. Inthe 
(state) Senate job, which takes 97 
per cent of my time, it’s naturally 
a hindrance to earning my living. 
I can’t stay on indefinitely. I feel 
I have trained in legislative serv- 
ice, legislative advocacy, on the 
city council and in the state Sen- 
ate.” 

In the Congress, he said, there 
has been “undue delegatien of 
power to the executive branch” 
and lack of positive leadership 
offering ‘‘specific and concise pro- 
grams as a framework for the 
executive.”’ 

He was first among the candi- 
dates to announce himself as ‘‘a 
Kennedy Democrat,*. he said. 
“Jim Wright isn’t—he says he’s a 
moderate, and he voted against 
Kennedy’s minimum wage, he 
voted against federal aid to 
schools, so he’s gonna be a sorta 
convert to the Kennedy Frontier. 
Which is good—I welcome that.” 

Gonzalez said he would not go 
to the Senate with reservations 
and preconceived notions of op- 
posing Kennedy, but did not mean 
he would be “slavish” or ‘‘behol- 
den.”’ He would be in “a-receptive 
frame of mind” with ‘“‘a willing- 
ness to cooperate.” 

As for his platform, Gonzalez 
said~he will seek enhancement of 
trade relations among the border 
states and Mexico. 

He will seek policies ‘‘to pro- 
vide U.S. leadership in the West- 
ern hemisphere, looking to the 
welding of a solidarity with the 
obvious leadership qualities that 
this country has,” 


Destruction’s Seed 

Failing to provide leadership in 
the Cuban situation, Congress did 
not specify, a program for the 
executive, but simply gave the 
President power to cut the sugar 
quota. ‘‘This process contains the 
germ-seed of the destruction of 
our parliamentary representative 
system. . . . The Roman Senate 
delegated power to Caesar,” he 
said. 

“In the main, I’m wholly sym- 
pathetic with the Kennedy pro- 
gram, reserving the right of spe- 
cific inspection of the specific 
measures as written.” 

On the $1.25 minimum wage is- 
sue, “I would be far more inter- 
es:ed in extensions of coverage 
than the increase in amount when 
the business conditions are not 
so hot,” he said. “Rather than see- 
ing $1.25 at this time, I would like 
to see coverage extended.” 

Was he opposed to $1.25 now? 
“I wouldn’t be against it, but I 
would be willing to compromise 
on it if the situation was absolute- 
ly hopeless,”” Gonzalez replied. 

On federal aid to education, it 





is possible for an intelligent Con- 
gress to devise a program ‘‘that 
won't control the schools and will 
still be good for our children,”’ he 
said. 

If medical aid to the aged is left 
to the states, it might as well be 
forgotten, he said. 

“We can’t even make up the 
$457,000 cut in vocational rehabil- 
itation of four years ago,”’ which 
was a federal cut promised on the 
expectation the states would put 
up the funds. ‘‘Texas has the low- 
est workmen's compensation rate 
one of the lowest old age assist 
ance rates—so the record is one 
of abysmal failure to recognize 
responsibility. It is sheer hypoc 
risy to say the state will 
Therefore, we have to have some 
kind of federal direction’’ 
ical aid to the aged. 


“IT am not prepared to say it | 


Regulated 
in Loan Bill 


Different From Cole’s, 
‘Sharks’ Proposal 
Will Provoke Fight 


AUSTIN 
A coalition of House moder- 
ates and liberals is pushing a 
small loan regulation bill that 
in every respect but one dupli- 
eates the bill introduced last 
veek by Criss Cole of Houston. 
e bill was introduced by Tony 
: Korioth of Sherman, Mal¢olm Mc- 
in med | Gergor of El Paso, and Franklin 
ears of San Antonio. 


act 





| But that one difference, which 

vin arin nny agen | Korioth calls the heart of the bill, 
’ as ne; _ eR d 

had not studied that, he added; | £'V°s Promise of a slam-bang floss 

but federal dy of some kind | Ki wrioth camps (Korioth predicts 


was necessary, and he would! 
rather have it with the social se-| 
curity base than nothing. nt vet 

He told about a ‘‘pathetic’’ case | | oem 
of an aged Anglo couple named | 
--regeecan en — oar pee ture of this bill puts a ceiling on 

: p all charges, not on the “‘interest’”’ 
medical bills of $23 a month; the! 
wife was also ill and her medi-|~ 
cines averaged about $15 a month 
They had, coming in, only his 
0.a.s. check of $68 a month. ‘‘S 
what did they have left to eat on? 
When I went back in their kitchen 
I found only half a box of Post 
toasties."” He had $6 on him 
went out and bought $5.87 wort! 
of groceries, he said. Then he 
called the social case worker. But 
two weeks later they called him 
again, needing more help. 

They live within a stone’s throw 
of the Federal Reserve Bank.| 
“With all of that within a stone’s| 
throw, they are living in utter © 
ri ay Bet ee ae a | roe on loans of $100 to $300, 
that’s just not right.” faeadlgecsy nies trys te 

- regard myself,” Gonzalez | Ke 9 <n Se mabagecn “A 
said, “as an umreconstructed,| , . 
fighting American liberal of the a ys _ pympee —_ 
old school. If people will let me|” be 5A 
define ‘conservative,’ I don’t mind Only by lumping all charges 
being called conservative. An| U%@er one rate ceiling, says Ko- 
American liberal is one who is| "th, can the legislature meke 
passionately concerned with con lsure of smeshing the practice, 
serving the liberal American her-|" ade common in the past by loan 
itage—live and let live, every man | *"®"*5 of trumping rs special 
has his virtue, all are equal before | *“** © ©OveT the “investigation of 
the law. If that’s not liberalism, 1| ‘he "eliability of the borrower’ or 
don’t know what it. Of course, our | "TO*®T@8® OF invesinnes cane 
enemies identify us with proflig | cate plans (which the State Su- 
acy, irresponsibility in fiscal af-| P™e™€ Court outlawed this week 
fairs—that’s letting the enemy de-| °®°* @"4 for all). 
fine you. But the American pex K said these special fees 
ple feel that way—they know bet 1d been known to run the over- 
ter.”’ R.p.| all interest rate up to 600 or 700 


per cent. 


they will be fighting side by side 
the final show) but between the 
ll loan boys” and the “big 


boys.” 


The additional regulating fea- 


With sweeping emphasis of pur- 
pose, the bill sets out that 
charges include, but are not lim- 
ited to, the aggregate interest, 
fees, compensation, bonuses, com- 
missions, brokerage, discounts, ex- 
insurance premiums or 
costs, and any other charge of 
whatsoever nature, whether of the 
types here listed or not”—in short, 
“everything of value” which the 
borrower returns to the lender 
over and above the principal. 
this definition of 
charges,” Korioth and crew fall 
on the same rates used by 
3% a month on loans up to 


and | Pemses, 


Given 


back 


riotn 





said it was a gentlemanly 
among some legislators 


He 


The Week in Texas =o 2.2") seu: 


@ Dean Arno Nowotny of the 

University of Texas told the 
Observer that the two students 
who were suspended from school 
and who served jail sentences late 
last year for planting a bomb out- 
side a meeting of integrationists 
at the University YMCA have 
been offered a chance to return 
to school on a three-semester dis- 
ciplinary probation. One boy re- 
fused the terms as too harsh, he 
said. The other boy has not given 
his reply. 

The Galveston schools have 

been ordered to integrate. 
Federal District Judge Ben Con- 
nally approved the ‘‘grade-a- 
year” plan but said the integra- 
tion must be completed by 1972. 
e March 23 has been set as the 

hearing date on the plea of 
Attorney General Will Wilson that 
Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany be held in contempt for giv- 
ing betting information to Beau- 
mont gamblers. ' 

A survey by the Houston 

Chronicle showed that the 12 





Negroes who integrated the Hous-| he protection of borrowers from 
ton school system last fall kept | such additional fees, but in — 
up with their school mates scho- | °P™0" + wee be came aan 
lastically, posting a C average the aye into the bill 
which is the over-all average of| 8° the job done all at once. 
integrated classes. He sald he expected a fight, 
; | with considerable opposition com- 
@ Texas Rangers and Highway from the “$100-and-under 


n | ing 
Patrolmen raided 13 bookie| 
ad / it h vant to be regulated 
joints in the Amarillo, Lubbock| -°7* “8° ™* 


? separately. For one thing, they 
and Lamesa area, arresting a doz would like to have the ceiling 
Po expressed In money rather than 
in percentage—a charge of $2 on 

endorsed a proposal by Rep.|a lean of $10 doesn’t sound so 
Olin Teague of Bryan to allow! bad, but when your write it out 
business men and corporations to| in percentage, oh my oh my.” 


@ The Texas Press Association 


deduct from their income taxes} The bill also stipulates that 
expenses incurred fighting or sup-| jenders must be capitalized at a 
porting legislation—including @d-| minimum of $25,000. This is aimed 
vertising costs. | at ridding the lending community 


= District Judge Herman Jones | of the “‘hip pocket shark” who is 
denied a temporary injunc-| 50 mobile it is almost impossible 
tion to a Houston group claiming | to regulate his activities. 
a highway commission ban Korioth said he would rather 
foreign-made road materials for| kill his bill than see it watered 
Texas road building is unconsti-| down. 
tutional. The ruling will probably — 
be appealed to the third court of THE TEXAS OBSERVER 
civil appeals. Jan. 28, 1961 


on | 
nn 
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The Tide Turns? 





ty RP te Cass ittees 


“Sen. Wardlow Lane asked the 
House Boys to ‘cease and desist’ 
in their speeches against the 
Senate — which caused some of 
the House side’s optimism.”— 
Observer, July 18, 1959. 


“Sen. Fly asked if the House 
bill had the ‘same pipeline tax.’ 
Sen. Fuller replied: ‘The pipelines 
aren’t running, senator, but you 
are, and I am—and you know it’.” 
Observer, Aug. 1, 1960. 


* * 


Perhaps the good ex-senator Fly 
did not take Sen. Fuller’s injunction 
in the proper spirit, as the election 
returns last May suggest. But the 
point was well taken, and may apply 
to the Texas Senate this session as 
never before. 


Lt. Gov. Ramsey this week an- 
nounced his latest committee appoint- 
ments. On the surface, they are no- 
thing new, repeating the same tired 
theme: the Senate ultras in tight con- 
trol, the key panels heavily stacked, 
the benighted cogs in the old-guard 
‘team’ amply rewarded. 


In that curious green chamber, 
however, which looks so much like 
an unused front parlor in a smart 
(and slightly decadent) Victorian 
mansion, we wonder what now stirs 
on the underside of that placid exter- 
ior. The severe disaster which befell 
the former William Fly may well 
have shaken that illustrious body as 
few things could. Perhaps, like so 
many Roderick Ushers at the sound 


of US. 


In 1959 Rep. Richard Slack of Pecos 
rose to the House microphone for a 
curious purpose. He wanted to prohi- 
bit the state from leasing oil and gas 
drilling rights along its highway 
rights-of-way, even though the state 
owns many such lands it can legally 
lease. 

This seemed strange. It seemed like 
one of those “giveaways.” 

Now we have in hand, from a study 
committee of the legislative commit- 
tee, an explanation of Mr. Slack’s 
curious behavior. There is no doubt 
about it being this, for the same Mr. 
Slack is chairman of the study com- 
mittee. The other members are three 
right-wingers—Bartram, Ehrle, Mof- 
fett —- and a moderate conservative, 
Reagan. 

It appears from the report that 
since 1943, the state highway depart- 
ment, a government unto itself, has 
reserved to landowners the mineral 
rights to rights-of-way the state ac- 
quires for roads. Before that, though, 
this was not the case; the state ac- 
quired the mineral rights. Now Slack 
wants to be sure the state doesn’t 
lease any wells along the roads it owns 
through the rich oil fields of the state. 

How can he justify this giveaway? 
Well, “in many cases, your committee 
learned, the grantor believed that an 
easement for highway purposes only 
was being conveyed. . . . Had he fully 
realized . . .”—well, you get the gist. 


of the trembling foundations, they are 
stoically confronting what they have 
brought upon their own house: but 
if they do not know, they should 
know, that from here on in they are 
going to be more and more exposed 
for their intimate end convenient re- 
lationship with the sprawling oil and 
gas majors to the general expense of 
Texas business and Texas welfare. 
Will the staunchly conservative com- 
mittees of January be the same 


' staunchly conservative committees in 


July? 

The facts are these: no longer does 
the Senate enjoy a House speakership 
which is their appendage . .. no 
longer will the House majority be 
so thoroughly checkmated by House 
committees and conference panels 
aligned against it . . . no longer will 
the upper chamber maintain its in- 
flexibly conservative status without 
incurring in some manner or form 
the political expenses of political 
democracies . . . no longer will the 
fear of possible political opposition 
from promising young representatives 
in the home districts be the only 
damper on political activities. The 
tide has turned, with the same quiet, 
inexorable logic of evolving political 
institutions in other free societies in 
other ages. It is a subtle'fact, but no 
less true: the lower House in Texas 
is gradually coming into its inheri- 
tance. Although you may not read 
it in the papers, any student of politi- 
cal institutions will tell you this is 
the big news coming out of our capitol 
in 1961. 


Gitentate : 


Unless the state gives away its min- 
eral rights under the roadways, Slack 
and his committee argues, “physical 
waste could result” (just how, he does 
not say, since the state itself is in 
charge of preventing physical waste). 
Equally catastrophic, he says, “eco- 
nomic waste could result and an al- 
ready heavily burdened industry be 
further handicapped.” 

“Economic waste,” in this context, 
means “loss of profit to the oil com- 
panies” and ‘income for the state to 
finance more socialistic schemes like 
education and welfare spending.” 

Slack’s committee serves notice it 
will push a bill “declaring the state 
policy to be that of not leasing for 
oil and gas development any rights- 
of-way obtained by the State of Tex- 
as for public road purposes that 
might have been acquired in the past, 
or that might be acquired in the fu- 
ture.” He would lay down the same 
law for the state’s cities and counties. 

This is oil-company legislation, pure 
and simple. Friends of the general 
interest in the legislature not only 
should kill Slack’s bill; they should 
counter-attack with a measure rebuk- 
ing the highway department for its 
administrative giveaway since 1943 
and instituting—probably under Land 
Cmsr. Jerry Sadler—a policy of leas- 
ing oil and gas drilling rights under 
any rights-of-way the state rightfully 
owns. 


Riding the Tiger 


Texas oil independents continue to 
approach, like a tiger they must ride, 
the major oil companies. The majors 
are importing so much oil, the little 
fellow with only a million or two is 
in danger of having to trade in his 
second Cadillac on a Buick. The inde- 
pendents are therefore alarmed. Con- 
sider this comment in the current 
TIPRO Reporter (understanding, of 
course, that “importers” in this con- 
text means the major oil companies) : 

“Either independents will continue 
to suffer strangulation, or the posi- 
tion of importers will have to be ra- 
ther seriously compromised; there is 
no painless middle way.” 

Further into this same issue, how- 


ever, the independents’ magazine de- 
clares, “it would be unwise at this 
time . . . to impose any additional 
taxes of a specialized nature on the 
oil and gas industry or any of its 
products.” 

It is now well known, thanks to Rep. 
Eckhardt, that by the application of 
the principle of graduation, the major 
importing oil companies can be made 
to pay a fairer share of the state tax 
load, while the independents are not 
additionally burdened. But these 
Texas “independents” can hardly 
bring themselves to yap at the tiger 
as he wolfs their own food; when 
they tag along behind him, whimper- 
ing for his scraps. 








Notes 


* 


on a Friend 


* * 


Thoughts About Brown, Schmidt 


AUSTIN 

The defeat of Fred Schmidt for the 
presidency of the state labor organi- 
zation was caused primarily by Hank 
Brown’s early, insistent pursuit of 
support, by the majority the old AFL 
unions have in the merged union, and 
by Schmidt’s own curious, self-depre- 
cating refusal to ask for votes. 


Brown is liked and respected in 
Texas labor as a tough, idealistic 
union man—an organizer first, a 
picket-line battler for the wages and 
hours of his members, but also a lib- 
eral on the wide range of issues, from 
segregation to taxes, on which labor 
has sought to identify and uphold the 
general interest. 


But there is more to it, though just 
what, one cannot see for sure. 


Fred Schmidt is “an intellectual.” 
Saying so at once raises the question, 
what an intellectual is. A man who 
moves easily among ideas, with sys- 
tems of taste among the books and 
arts, whose mind now and then 
springs loose a new idea, or an old 
one in a new relationship? But in la- 
bor and in democracy the word also 
may mean, a do-gooder; an idealist 
leading us to his better world; an un- 
realist, wasting time with ideas. 


Brown IS SHARP and 
cogent and has plenty of “moxie.” 
Whether he is an intellectual or not, 
his reputation (his “image”) spares 
him the hostilities the intellectual in 
labor incurs. When he left the state 
labor office a few years ago, Brown 
said he wanted fights he could feel— 
progress he could see. He went back 
to the picket lines and delivered to 
his men from them. 

Schmidt, of course, is “a worker,” 
he is an oilworker. He has performed 
admirable and fearless feats of or- 
ganizing. He as much as any man 
has shaped post-war labor in Texas 
into a creative, ground-breaking, cru- 
sading political force. But his quiet 
ways, the times he laughs, his gentle- 
ness, suggest now a sensitive, con- 
templative man who, wishing to serve 
humanity, and searching, in the 


stranded thirties, for a place to help 
from, joined labor. 


He is not the first Texas labor 
leader who has dedicated his life to 
the cause, only to find that this was 
not enough for the some who pre- 
ferred as their leader someone more 
like them: ordinary, sweating men, 
workers in the daily grind. 

This is the very preference which 
saved the country from Thomas E. 
Dewey in 1948, and the very one 
which also caused the defeat of Adlai 
Stevenson, who was rejected, in a 
way, because he was the best man. 

Another case in labor comes to 
mind. The man had been a brilliant 
student leader in college. Full of ex- 
citing ideas, he entered the labor 
movement and hoped to persuade it 
to support them. For a long time in 
his local they would not even let him 
speak. Finally, he convinced them “he 
can take it”; he rose fast and went 
fairly far, but the suspicion about in- 
tellectuals caught up with him—he 
had proved himself, but he could not 
prove away his identity. Today he is 
an organizer, a leader in the strikes. 


Frep SCHMIDT doubtless 
did not think to ask, back in the thir- 
ties, except in soon forgotten frowns 
of the mind, whether, in the time of 
labor’s success and power later, he 
would be as valued as then. Surely 
it must sadden him now that having 
fought with his friends to Yarbor- 
ough’s era in Texas and Kennedy’s 
in the country, his own promotion has 
been set aside. 


He is the sort of man, Schmidt is, 
who may burst into pleasure over 
finding a cactus plant: in the desert 
for his garden back home, or a stretch 
of fine rolling Texas land, or a real 
advance toward an ideal. He is the 
sort who when he feels bitter suspects 
and berates himself for self-concern. 
He has been content 1.0 help and 
would not ask for credit he has 
earned. His friends do not know what 
he will do now. They know he will 
do some good thing. R.D. 





THE TEXAS OBSERVER 


Published by Texas Observer Co., Ltd. 
’ Entered as second-class matter, April 
26, 1937, at the Post Office at Austin, 
Texas, under the Act of March 3, 1879. 


JANUARY 28, 1961 


Ronnie Dugger 
Editor and General Manager 
Willie Morris, Associate Editor 
Sarah Payne, Office Manager 


Published once a week from Austin, 
Texas. Delivered postage prepaid $5 per 
annum. Advertising rates available on re- 
quest. Extra copies 15c each. Quantity 
prices available on order. 

EDITORIAL and BUSINESS OFFICE: 
504 West 24th St. Austin, Texas. Phone 
GReenwood 717-0746. 

HOUSTON OFFICE: Mrs..R. D. Ran- 
—-. 419% Lovett Blvd., Houston 16, 

'exas. 


Labor’s New President 


* 


* 


Hank cies Fighter With a Goal 


‘ AUSTIN 

H. S. (Hank) Brown indi- 
cated this week he aims to 
swing the Texas AFL-CIO into 
the and lobby- 
ingest era the workingman in 
this state has ever seen. 

As the new president of the 
state labor group, succeeding 
Jerry Holleman who moved up 
to assistant secretary of labor, 
Brown is specifically assigned to 
the direction of public relations 
and legislation (that is, lobbying), 
but he told the Observer he has 
given his “solemn pledge to work 
closely with Lester Graham,” the 
regional director on the organiza- 
tional end. 

Later, and more characteristi- 
cally, Brown used the word ‘‘ag- 
gressively” in describing the 
method he meant to employ in 
expanding the membership of or- 
ganized labor in Texas and in 
trying to kill anti-labor laws. 

“‘We carry the burden of more 
anti-labor restrictions than any 
other state group,” he said. ‘“‘It 
makes organization difficult to say 
the least.’’ 

Largely because only one out 
of every six non-agriculture work- 
ers in Texas is a union man, com- 
pared to a national average of 
one out of three, Texas is ‘‘eco- 
nomically 10 years behind what 
it should be,” he said. “If the 
AFL-CIO were more aggressive 
in organization, embracing more 
working people, raising their 
standards of working conditions 
and living conditions, the result 
would improve the entire indus- 
trial picture.” 

Brown estimates that including 
a few independents and the rail- 
road brotherhoods, there are be- 
tween 400,000 and 500,000 union 
members in Texas, but that leaves 
the AFL-CIO with approximately 
2,000,000 non-farm workers to 
unionize. 

While the organizationai cli- 
mate is cold indeed in this state 
compared with California, where 
the AFL-CIO already has a pilot 
program of organizing farm work- 
ers (something Brown relishes to 
contemplate for Texas but realis- 
tically admits it is a long way off), 
or some of the Mid-Atlantic indus- 
trial states, where even many dis- 
persed white collar workers are 
joining up, still the outlook for 
union expansion has improved in 
Texas in recent years, Brown 
Says, pointing to these reasons: 

1. Since World War II Texas 
has shifted from an agricultural 
to an industrial balance, and sym- 
pathy for the lot of the industrial 


worker has proportionately in- 
creased. 
2. Simce the war, Texas has 





gained many new residents who 
have moved down from industrial 
states and who are accustomed 
to thinking in union terms. 

3. The worker himself is better 
acquainted with labor-manage- 
ment problems. 

Although the AFL-CIO is pow- 
erful along the industrial crescent 
from Orange to Brownsville, there 
are still many areas in Texas 
where the union organizer is 
looked upon as downright dan- 
gerous, if not subversive. 





One of the worst areas in this 
regard, says Brown, is in the Val- 
ley, where workers suspected of 
having union sympathies ‘‘unac- 
countably” discover one day that 
a sudden economy move at the 
cannery has lopped off their jobs, 
that no other employer in the re- 
gion needs them, that their land- 
lords absolutely have to have their 
homes back, and that their credit 
is no longer good at the stores 
where they have been shopping 
for years. 

A lanky, blue-eyed worker's 
worker who gives the impression 
that he insists on the ‘‘bug” even 
for his teeth fillings, Brown has 
developed something of a reputa- 
tion for rough-and-tumble union 
tactics. 

Brown admits that the reputa- 
tion helps him to help labor by 
“building enthusiasm—the worker 
feels you are in there swinging for 
him, and you want him to feel 
that way.’’ 

But while Brown has been in- 
volved in at least 10 major strikes 
by his own count, and while he 
was described by one typical ad- 
mirer as ‘‘a barbarian, a throw- 
back to the 1930s,” he is no head- 
buster. 

“Strikes are like war,” he said. 
“In a long strike, both sides are 
exhausted financially. Nobody 
wins, at least not by an immedi- 
ate measure. Future generations 
of workers may benefit by a strike 
we pull today, but the worker who 
walked the picket line will have 
a hard time making: up for lost 
wages.” 





Where Do All Those Infernal 
Mosquitos Come From? 








Asked if he thought of himself 
as a barbarian, Brown laughed. 
“No, not if it means eating raw 
meat. But if it means taking a 
position and standing up for it, 
yes.” 

Brown, 40, has been a lunch- 
pailer since he was 15. He was 
born and grew up in Pittsburgh, 
Penn., the son of a union steward 
in the steel mills. He witnessed 
the bloody disputes of the mid- 
1930s in that industrial region. But 
at 15 he hit the road, bumming 
his way first to Florida, where he 
worked in a cannery, then slowly 
working his way to Texas via an 
assortment of jobs. 

He rolled into San Antonio 
aboard a ‘“‘sidedoor pullman,” 
lucked into a job as apprentice 
to a plumber, and he was on his 
way in the Texas labor move- 
ment. 

In 1946, though admittedly un- 
equipped except for zeal, he was 
elected business manager of San 
Antonio Plumbers and Fitters Lo- 
cal 142. Seven years later, in his 
early thirties, he became educa- 
tion and research director of the 
Texas State Federation of Labor, 
and he held onto the post even 
after the AFL and CIO merged in 
1957. 

But two years later he resigned 
to go back as business manager of 


his old local, and last year he was 


made executive secretary of the 
Texas State Building and Con- 
struction Trades Council. 


Meanwhile, as he rose as a un- 
ion spokesman, he was trying to 
rub off some of the rough edges 
by getting a piecemeal education. 
He earned his high school diploma 
partly with the aid of the Ameri- 
can School (a correspondence 
school feeding knowledge out of 
Chicago), and by picking up a 
night course here and a corres- 
pondence course there, he scraped 
together the equivalent of two 
years of college. 

He said he ‘most assuredly” 
will try to win re-election as pres- 
ident at the AFL-CIO convention 
in August at Galveston. BS. 


Arrested, Mauled, He’s Stil! Going 








Brother Ashton Jones 


SHREVEPORT 


The Rev. Ashton Jones, who! £« 


preaches brotherhood between | 
whites and Negroes, won two 
not guilty verdicts here this 
week to charges of vagrancy| 
and disturbing the peace. | 

Now the itinerant preacher) 
whose specialty has been passive | 
resistance may go on the aggres-| 
sive with the aid of the American 
Civil Liberties Union, which has 
filed complaints with the Depart- | 
ment of Justice that Shreveport 
police officials beat Jones with a 
rubber mallet and stomped him 
and stood by and watched while | 
two young inmates beat him so/ 
savagely that he had to have his | 
face stitched up. | 


If 
attorneys are | 
eivil 





Meanwhile, 
contemplating filing 


against Marshall, Tex., 


he had been arrested and 


con } 


victed there on charges of dis-|_ 


turbing the peace. He apparently | 
offended police in Marshall 
speaking to the students of Wiley 
College, a Negro college, and en 
couraging them in their sit-in ef 
forts. That case is on appeal. 

Jones says Sheriff Earl Frank 
lin of Harrison County, Tex 
threw him down four iron steps 
and then watched while his depu 
ties kicked Jones. 

Jones was ably defended in 
Shreveport by Attorney Jess« 
Stone, a Negro, who for several 
days prior to this first trial was 
followed day and night by two 
cars full of white men. 

The charges of vagrancy were 
unique inasmuch as Jones was 
driving a truck-home valued 
$8,000 the first time he came 
through Shreveport and a good 
condition foreign car the second 
time through. 

While vagrancy implies “no vis 
ible means of support,” Jones ar 
gues that his means of support i 
“the same as every Christian 


at 





AUSTIN 

As everyone knows, it costs 
more to telephone from Austin to 
Texarkana, Tex., than it does from 
Austin to Texarkana, Ark., be- 
cause interstate artes are regu- 
lated and intrastate rates aren't. 

Every once in a while some bold 
legislator makes an effort to cor- 
rect this cockeyed situation, and 
in this legislature it will be Rep. 
Dan Struve, Campbellton, who 
has introduced House Bill 50 to 
set up a regulatory division of the 
Railroad Commission to fix rural 
phone rates and assist cities in 
setting rates. 

Cities would still have jurisdic- 
tion over their own phone rates, 
but in case of a rate dispute with 
the local phone company, Struve’s 
bill would require that the mat- 
ter be shifted directly to the jur- 
isdiction of the court of civil ap- 
peals, bypassing the district court. 

Struve has several reasons for 
wanting rate disputes to bypass 
the district court step. For one 
thing, he feels the district court 
litigation is wasteful, since the suit 
—especially if instituted by the 
phone company—would probably 
wind up in the appeals court any- 
way. For another thing, cities sel- 
dom appeal above the district 
court level, so this would be a 
way to assure them of a better 
judgment on the simple theory 
that three heads are better than 
one, there being three judges at 
the appeals and only one at the 
district level. 





Regulating Phone Calls 


But even more important 
cities is the stipulation in Struve’s 
bill that when a municipal grout 
needs to make a study to deter 
mine the justice of a rate-increas 
request, it will get technical 
sistance from the Railroad Com 
mission staff of experts. Many 
cities can’t afford to make 
study on their own, It is reported 
that for a city the size of Wac 
a rate study costs about $15,000 

As for rural rates, the specia 
commission would have complet« 
say over them. Said Struve, ‘‘As 
things stand now, the rural cor 
sumer is at the mercy of the cor 
pany. Period.” 

But Struve insists this is not 
anti-company bill. “If the com 
mission were operating correctly 
there might be some specific rate 
reductions,” he said, “but I’m not 
Saying the telephone companies 
are a bunch of crooks. They ar 
competent people. The nature of 
the industry simply requires that 
it be regulated.’’ 

In addition to setting specific 
rates for rural areas, the com 
mission would provide a general 
rate base, regulating a ‘‘fair re 
turn” on investments. 

“I think this would be a popu 
lar bill if we could get to the pex 
ple,’”’ said Struve. ‘‘But that may 
be hard to do, particularly when 
the telephone companies have so 
much advertising in the big dai- 
lies. The editors may come out 
against the bill. I say they may. 
I hope they won't. 


minister, 
| 


| in 


id es 


suits : 
officials| 
for their treatment of him after) — 


by |. 


the same as every evan- 
st, through voluntary contri- 
tion from people who feel that 

m rendering a service.” 

As a means of support, it has 
worked pretty well for Jones, who 
toured this country and 20 
foreign countries in 35 years of 
ministry 


Illustrating how he solicits aid, 





has 


| he told of getting his car serviced 


Austin, Tex. by driving inte 
® garage and saying to the man- 
ager, “I am a minister who 
preaches brotherhood, If it will 
give you comfort to service my 
I would appreciate it.’’ The 


car 


| garageman did the job, for noth- 


ing of course. 

I see no difference in that and 
ssing the plate for a $2 con- 
which is normal in 

h,” said Jones, 
ing his three-decade career, 
a native of Georgia, has 
arrested a couple of dozen 
practically always for dis- 
ig the peace. In recent years 
1as taken to “playing dead” 
taken to the police station. 
walk to his cell, he 
do anything to cooperate 
the police. If they want him 
to another part of the 
have to carry him 


tripution 


times 


station, they 


h of course, infuriates them 
nd in fact it was these tactics 
prompted Shreveport po- 

to file the latest disturbing- 
charges against Jones. 
vere going to let him go, by 
account, until he refused 
walk out of the police sta- 

t their bidding, so they threw 

n the tank and filed charges. 
Vhile the police are working on 
inside the etation, town 

hs are usually going over his 
icle parked outside. He has 
ent several hundred dollars in 
recent months repairing damages 
one to his truck or car by paint 
yed over his brotherhood sym- 

m the side, by syrup and 
foreign matter in the crank- 

and by rocks through the 


j 
caows. 


Jones is a pacifist. He sat out 
the first World War with a defer- 
ment for dependents, but he says 
he feels “just as guilty as any sol- 
dier because I ballyhooed the 
’ He refused to register for 
draft in World War II and, 
although he was over age, he was 
to conscientious objectors 


war 


the 


sent 
‘ amp 
1s held membership in the 
17 years, and he is 
associate pastor of the Neigh- 
Community Church in 
3s Angeles, a congregation that 
ninantly Negro and whose 

cipal pastor, the Rev. H. Mans- 

llins, is Negro. 

says, “I have. never 
a sermon in my life on 
I've preached on the 
of man. I believe 
stands for integra- 
B.S. 


akers for 


nea 
tion 
therhood 


therhood 
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Africans View U.S. Dilemma 


* 


* 


* 


* « * 
US Racial Problem Largest Topic, Texas Student Writes 


DALLAS 

With protests against discrim- 
inaton evidenced by sit-ins by 
American Negroes, riots in Little 
Rock school integration, and the 
Mack Parker and other Southern 
lynchings well known to the Afri- 
cans, we found that Guineans had 
a very unfavorable view of Amer- 
ica. 

The subtler discrimination prac- 
ticed in the North had deeply im- 
pressed one African whose most 
vivid memory on a visit to the 





“If I were to come to Texas, 
would you invite me to your 
home as « visitor?” an African 
political leader in Guinea 
asked auther Woody Hain. 
Along with 180 young Ameri- 
can students, Hain was at- 
tending a work camp spon- 
sored by Crossroads, a pri- 
vately financed organization 
devoted to creating closer un- 
derstanding between Ameri- 
can and African students. 
“The question shocked me 
because it had never occurred 
to me not te extend to him 
the same hospitality his peo- 
Ple had shown me,” Hain 
writes, “But I also knew that 
this extremely intelligent and 
capable administrator would 
not get the same invitation 
from many others in Dallas 
or in the rest of the South.” 











United States was of a white man 
who turned his back to him in the 
next plane seat. Another told us 
how he had expected our racially 
mixed group to be fighting con- 
stantly with one another. He had 
even expected us to look down on 
him or even to hate him because 
he was a black man. 

We found this feeling common 
throughout the country. Many 
thought American Negroes were 
no better off than the natives in 
South Africa. Mississippi was con- 
sidered to be typical of America, 
and some even thought Faubus 
was a leading government figure. 
As a result, the American Negroes 
in our group were put to great 
trouble explaining that they were 
Americans first and Negroes only 
incidentally. 


EVERAL TIMES we noticed 
how Guineans dismissed the Ti- 

betan trouble as an internal mat- 
ter of China, but were ready to 
talk about American segregation, 
which we felt to be an internal 
matter of the United States. 
When questioned, Guineans re- 
plied that they knew little of the 
Tibetan problem except what the 
Chinese published. 

Bookstores throughout Guinea 
contain cheap, well-printed, and 
illustrated pamphlets and books 
in French published by the com- 
munists of France, China, Rus- 
sia, and Eastern Europe explain- 
ing their ‘‘people’s paradises.” We 
saw no pro-Western propaganda, 
though the booksellers assured us 
that they were willing to buy 
from anywhere if they could buy 
within their price range. One ex- 
ample of communist literature 
which must have sold below print- 
ing cost was the complete works 
of Lenin in French for 500 francs, 
about $2. 


OUT FAIL, the first ques- 
tions addressed us in meet- 
ings with local politicians, school 
councils, and leading students con- 
cerned the American racial prob- 
lem. Although there was not a 
segregationist in the group, our 
only serious disagreement was on 
how to interpret our problem for 
therm. 

About half of our group con- 
sisted of Eastern and Midwestern 
students who wanted to gloss over 
the prejudice and discrimination 
existing in America—not denying 
them, but not exploring the full 
implications. The other half, con- 
sisting of three Negroes, a Mexi- 
can, a Jew, and two white-Protes- 
tant Southerners, felt that a de- 
tailed and completely honest anal- 
ysis would be the more reasonable 
approach. Our argument was that 
the Africans would find out for 
themselves sooner or later any- 
way and that by being thoroughly 
frank we would have much more 
influence and create ‘better un- 


derstanding. This seemed to work. 


Though literacy is low there, 
those who read obtain their mate- 
rails from bookstores, which repre- 
sent one of the few forms of pri- 
vate enterprise in a country in- 
heriting a system of government 
control. 

The Guineans, who understand 
racial prejudice though they don’t 
appreciate it, could not under- 
stand the idea of religious dis- 
crimination on the question of a 
Catholic for president. Even hard- 
er to explain to the Guineans, who 
assumed that all Americans share 
one opinion, was the concept of 
a pluralistic society where there 
are different opinions and more 
than one political party. This mis- 
conception reflected their own sit- 
uation where the same ideas are 
promulgated by one party and 





one press. Differences of opinion 
are thrashed out quietly within 
the one party. Guineans are more 
cautious in expressing a dissenting 
opinion or in associating with po- 
tentially suspect persons than the 
most cautious Americans during 
the’ McCarthy era or the Nixon 
era of the 1960s in Dallas County. 


THIS CAUTION comes a 
somewhat hostile attitude to- 
wards the United States, which 
has been a considerable handicap 
to those working in the US em- 
bassy or with USIA. The Guinean 





attitude can be explained partly 
by the actions of the Eisenhower 
administration in ignoring the 
status of the independent Guinean 
nation for two months and by not 
sending an ambassador for about 
six more months; the Eastern bloc 
recognized Guinea immediately. 
All through the country we saw 
the need for teachers of English 
and English reading materials. An 
American aid program operating 
in Guinea is sponsoring the train- 
ing of English teachers. Guinea 
intends to become bi-lingual and 
has agreed to have Americans 
teach them. It is a marvelous op- 
portunity for alert, well educated 
young people to be of service to 

their country. 
WOODY HAIN 








Spears’ Rates Bill 


The railroads have yey a 
champion in Rep. Franklin Spears 
of San Antonio, who comes to 
the 57th legislature with a plan 
for speeding the process of rate 
decisions by the Texas Railroad 
Commission. 

“The railroads feel they are 
getting a bad deal more often 
than not,” he said. “When they 
apply for rate changes, the hear- 
ings are delayed months, some- 
times years. 

“Most states now follow the 
ICC plan, which is that the car- 
rier publishes his own rates by 
filing with the railroad commis- 
sion a echedule of rates and fur- 
nishing the same schedule to the 
shippers and other carriers. 

“Then these latter have an op- 
portunity to protest the new rates. 
If they protest within 30 days, 
the rates are automatically held 
up seven months. Or the commis- 
sion itself can order a seven- 
month delay. 

“If no protest is made within 
the 30 days, however, the new 
rates go into effect automatically. 
And in any event the commission 
must make a decision one way 
or another within the seven- 
month delay. 

If the rates are denied, then 
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the carrier can go to court. 

As written now, Spears’ bill 
only covers the railroads. He says 
he would have no objection to 
broadening it to cover all carriers 
and he may do so later, after he 
gets a drift of the kind of objec- 
tions he will run into. 

One objection he anticipates is 
the fear that the railroads would 
deluge the commission under 
many new rate schedules that it 
would be impossible to have hear- 
ings on all of them in a seven- 
month period, which would allow 
the untouched to take effect au- 
tomatically. 

Spears says this hasn’t hap- 
pened with the ICC nor, so far as 
his study shows, in states which 
have adopted the ICC plan. 

“Actually, this process I pro- 
pose would save the commission 
time,”” he said. ‘‘As it is now, all 
rates schedules get a hearing. 
But for 90 per cent of the sched- 
ules no protest is filed, and under 
my plan if no protest is filed, no 
hearing is necessary. So under 
this plan, there would be 90 per 
cent fewer hearings.’’ 

Spears said he was motivated 
by San Antonio’s poor position 
in regard to shipping rates on 
some key commodities. He ad- 
mitted also a dislike for trucker 
tactics. 

“The truckers came up here 
last time to get a raise in the 
load limit from 58,000 to 72,000 
pounds,” he said, “and I'm told— 
I haven't checked it, but I will— 
I'm told that the highway budget 
now includes $5,000,000 for 
strengthening bridges hurt by this 
new load limit. 

“T’'m tired of seeing the truck- 
ers push the a around,”’ 
he sid, 





THE TEXAS OBSERVER 
Page 6 Jan. 28, 1961 





More on a Theft 


AUSTIN 

We understand, on good author- 
ity, that the Anglo-American boy 
who was suspended from the Uni- 
versity of Texas for stealing rare 
books is already enrolled again in 
the University. 

We wish him well. But his pres- 
ence at the University does make 
more pointed the harsher treat- 
ment being meted out to the Lat- 
in-American boy accused of the 
same crime: stealing books. Crim- 
inal theft charges still hang over 
him, and now we learn that his 
last month’s paycheck is also be- 
ing held up. He was a part-time 
employee of the library, you re- 
member. 


What does the held-up paycheck 
amount to? Oh, probably $30 or 
$40. He hasn’t been convicted, and 
he did work for the money. This 
smacks just a bit of punishment 
without trial. Since the Univer- 
sity has seen fit to throw this 
case into court, we should think 
it would leave the matter of pun- 
ishment up to the court. But then 
we seldom follow the reasoning 
of university administrators who, 
couching their lives in ‘‘the best 
that has been thought and said in 
the workd’”’ (the only quote of 
Arnold’s we can remember), make 
from Olympian levels judgments 
effecting the lives of us mortals. 

We listen with humility to what 
they have to say about the case. 
Humbly we listen, for example, 
to Alexander Moffett, UT libra- 
rian and the man who admits to 
having ordered the ‘hold’ on 
the pay. 


AYS MOFFETT: “I have the 

feeling you are trying to say 
that he is being persecuted. But 
this is just standard procedure for 
anyone accused of the theft of 
state property. 

“After all, he has not made full 
restitution to the university. We 
don’t want his money if he can 
clear this all up. When all the 
books are back, he'll get his 
money. No, I don’t know how 
many books are out.” 

This is the type of reasoning 
that we cheerfully admit an in- 
ability to follow. The boy will get 
his money when all the books are 
rounded up from various dealers, 
but they dont know how many 
books are out. ff they don’t know 
how many are out, how will they 
know when all are in? We give up. 

ARRY RANSOM, president of 

UT, made this written com- 
ment to the Observer’s recent 
(Jan. 14) column about the com- 
parative treatment of the two book 
thefts: 

“I think that your account of 
book theft at the University omit- 
ted the following facts and cir- 
cumstances: 

“1. University offices follow a 
distinction which I think you will 
find is common among most in- 
stitutions and legal agencies: a 
difference is made between a 
minor and a man over 21. There 
was such a difference in the two 
cases you cite. 

“2. When a violation occurs in 
the course of a student’s conduct 
of his academic affairs, the case 
is regularly referred to the disci- 
pline committee, as was the first 
case you mention. When an em- 
ployee of the University—whether 
a student or not—violates a law 
or regulation, the employee's of- 
fice at the University takes first 
action in the case. 

“3. It is the long-standing rule 
at the University to refer violation 
of laws having to do with state 
responsibility to the Texas De- 





The World in Headlines 


Africans Troubled 
By Racial Problem 
—The Daily Texan 


Varicose Veins Are Almost 
Always Found in the Legs 
—Housten Post 





partment of Public Safety, which 
is the legal agency responsible for 
this area. The second case which 
you mention was therefore re- 
ferred to the Texas ‘Department 
of Public Safety. 


“4. I think that the two cases 
which you mention would have 
been handled as they were under 
any circumstances; but as a mat- 
ter of fact, the Regents in the 
December meeting in El Paso (in 
connection with an incident at an- 
other bramch of the University, 
not the Main University) made it 
clear that they wished to confirm 
the principle that any employee 
of the University who violates a 
state trust should be subject to 
the regular legal actions which 
follow upon referal of the case 
to the Texas Department of Pub- 
lic Safety. 


“This principle, and the Decem- 
ber action of the Regents, are be- 
ing made the subject of a very 
clear announcement in the Main 
University newsletter. I think that 
this confirmation of a long-stand- 
ing policy tin December may be 
the source of your impression that 
there is a ‘new policy’ at the Uni- 
versity.” BS. 


Dugger Gets 
Note From JFK 


AUSTIN 

Gary McGregor Dugger, an 
eight-year-old citizen of Austin, 
Texas, has received a letter from 
President Kennedy. 

Master Dugger wrote Mr. Ken- 
nedy congratulating him upon 
his election and expressing hope 
he will be re-elected. 

On U.S. Senate letterhead, Mas- 
ter Dugger received this letter 
from Washington: 

“Dear Gary: 

“I want to thank you for the 
very friendly message you sent to 
me after my election to the presi- 
dency. 

“I am most heartened by the 
many expressions of good will 
which I have received. I am sure 
that they reflect a broad unity of 
purpose in our nation. I hope that 
my record during the next four 
years will sustain your generous 
confidence. 

“With every good wish, I am, 

“Sincerely, John F. Kennedy.” 

At a press conference covered 
by his father, Master Dugger said 
he intends to take the letter to 
school to let his associates know 
who runs his classroom. 

“Most of the kids in my class 
were for Nixon,” he told Ken- 
nedy, ‘“‘but I was for you. The 
kids who were for you liked to 
say, ‘Kennedy Kennedy is our 
man, Nixon belongs in the garb- 
age can,’ and ‘Kennedy’s in the 
White House waiting to be elected, 
Nixon’s in the garbage can wait- 
ing to be collected.’” 





The lake is down, and so 

the creek is down softly 

flowing blue in the wind- 

img underlake channel. I 
walked along the dry bed a while 
this noon, seeing the hills as the 
fish might, and the boulders sink- 
ing down the bank toward me, 
and a tail disappearing in a coon- 
sized cave. The bottom of the lake 
is smooth and clean, the few scat- 
tered tires and bottles more inter- 
esting than littering, and the moss 
that flattened over everything and 
shrouded the stumps as the water 
left is soft and giving underfoot. 


Now it dries earth color in the 
sun that is yellow on the grass. 
Feeding gulls are circling, turn- 
ing white against the gray bottom, 
against the well of stones along 
the pasture on the other side, 
yielding in grace to each other as 
they flow in flight up the broad 
valley. RD. 
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Readers Write on Senate Race, Bremond, 


Pro-Wright 

Sirs: In upcoming senato- 
tial election, Texans will be given 
the opportunity to cast a vote for 
progress .. . for a man who gets 
things done. Jim Wright, candi- 
date for the U. S. Senate, is a man 
who has gotten things done in 
Washington. He not only believes 
that taxes should be reduced and 
the national debt paid off, but he 
has introduced bills that call for 
corrective action to these impor- 
tant problems. 


Jim Wright is different from 
most politicians in that, once the 
talking and the slogans and the 
hurrahs have ended, he settles 
down to diligent and constructive 
action. Let’s let America know 
that Texas wants to settle down 
to work ... that Texas wants 
action and not just talk. Let's 
elect Jim Wright our senator and 
get accomplishments instead of 
plans and excuses. 

Bradford Daniel, 436 Parkside 
Drive, Fort Worth 8. 


Solve the Problem 


Sirs: In reply to R. O. Leinster 
in the Stump December 16, the 
“real opportunity” that awaits the 
American Negro in Africa com- 
pletely escapes me. These Negroes 
are first of all American citizens 
(like it or not, Mr. Leinster) and 
as such are not oriented to the life 
of the African. They have, to a 
certain degree, the rights of hu- 
man beings that are denied to 
the Africans at this time. The only 
opportunity I can visualize for the 
expatriate Negro in Africa is the 
chance to lead an even more mis- 
erable existence. .. . 

Instead of returning: the Ne- 
groes to Africa (most of whom 
have very real contributions to 
make to this country if only some- 
one would let them) let’s return 
Mr. Leinster and his kind to their 
countries of origin and really 
solve the problem. 

Carolyn K. Dennis, Box 446, Kit- 
tanning, Pa. 


For the Job 

Sirs: A hope that springs eter- 
nally in the human breast—as the 
new year gets under way—is that 
the Hon. Maury Maverick Jr. and 
the Hon. Henry Gonzalez will with- 
draw from the race for the Senate 
early enough for a good Democrat 
to win. 

Maverick and Gonzalez are 
great men in Texas politics, but 
they cannot win. 

Congressman Jim Wright is the 
man for the job. Unless Demo- 
crats can get behind him, we will 
find ourselves involved in trying 
to decide between Bill Blakley 
and John Tower. That would be 
worse than death. 

Elton L. Miller, 
Rocker, Dallas. 


An Analogy 

Sirs: I am one of those who 
were incensed by Egon R. Tausch’s 
reported statements about Texas- 
Mexican migrant laborers (Ob- 
server, December 16), only to be 
edified a couple of weeks later by 
your Mr. Sherrill’s ‘‘defense” of 
Mr. Tausch (Observer, December 
30). In his “Apology for Egon 
Tausch” (or would “Apology for 
Bob Sherrill” be a better title?) 
Mr. Sherrill misses a few points 
which are pertinent to the ques- 
tion he himself has raised. Either 
he has overlooked them or he 
considers them of no importance. 

Public interest in the better- 
ment of our native braceros has 
never been at a fever pitch, ex- 
cept perhaps among those who 
oppose such betterment. At best 
the general public has been apa- 
thetic toward the migrant work- 
er’s plight. The migrant’s hopes, 
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therefore, depend in large meas- 
ure on the actions—and on the 
ing from the Mi- 
grant Labor Council. 

It is in this Might that Mr. 
Tausch’s statements, as reported 
by Mr. Sherrill, must be weighed. 
Since Mr. Sherrill seems to be so 
obtuse about the implications of 
his article of December 16, per- 
haps I can spell out the situation 
for him with a hypothetical ex- 
ample from another liberal 
“cause,” one which happily has 
received the attention it deserves. 

For some time now University 
of Texas students have been con- 
ducting stand-ins against near- 
campus theaters in an effort to 
desegregate them. Suppose that 
next week one of our stand-in 
leaders—say Claude Allen or 
Sandra Casonm—was quoted in an 
Observer article describing in 
vivid and disgusting detail the 
living conditions of a few Negro 
families on the East Side, and 
expressing irritation against the 
Negro because he ‘‘reacts to lib- 
eral efforts to help him with in- 
difference and contempt.” How 
loud, do you suppose, would the 
cries of outrage ring? And—much 
more important still—what would 
be the effect of such statements 
on the movie desegregation ef- 
forts? 

In short, if the Observer quoted 
Mr. Tausch correctly then Mr. 
Tausch has behaved irresponsibly 
in his office as executive director 
of the Texas Migrant Labor Coun- 
cll and has no one to blame but 
himself for the consequences. .. . 

The matter seems _ serious 
enough to merit further clarifica- 
tion on the part of the Observer. 
It would be painful indeed, to 
paraphrase the colorful Mr. Sher- 
rill, if we were to give credence 
to the frequent sneer that liberal 
journalism sometimes is smart- 
aleck journalism. . 

Americo Paredes, 8 Kern Ram- 
ble, Austin. 


R | Asked 

Sirs: the law which allows a 
person or newspaper to be sued for 
Civil Libel out of thé county in 
which he resides, Subdivision 29 of 
Article 1995 of the Revised Civil 
Statutes, is very unjust and should 
be repealed. I have asked my sta‘e 
representative to repeal this law, 
and I surely wish that you would 
ask your representative to repeal 
it. When a person or newspaper 
is being sued for Civil Libel, he 
should be sued in the county in 
which he resides. 

Joe Harry Bower, 227 West Oak, 
Uvalde. 
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Henry and Maury 

Sirs: Other liberals in North 
Texas and I thnig both Henry 
Gonzalez and Maury Maverick are 
liberal Democrats and. either 
would make a good senator, but 
neither one has a ghost of a chance 
of being in the runoff if both per- 
sist in running now. 

I hope that Gonzalez and Mav- 
erick will face this set of condi- 
tions and, for the good of the 
party and progress, agree as to 
who shall withdraw now. I know 
of many Democrats in North Tex- 
as who would like to have either 
of the two on the ballot on April 
4, but not both. 

At present, I am among many 
others who will not join either a 
Gonzalez for Senator or a Mav- 
erick for Senator Committee. 

Carl Brannin, 5614 Ridgedale St., 
Dallas 6. 


Kudos 

Sirs: Enclosed is my check in 
the sum of $25 for a subscription 
to the Observer for one year. In 
my present lowly state, the best I 
can do is be a Patron Saint. As 
much as I would like to be an 
Angel or Archangel, I fail to feel 
the stubs of any wings. 

Sen. Ralph Yarborough, 460 Sen- 
ate Office Bldg., Washington, D.C. 





Sirs: This is a good opportunity 
to congratulate you and the entire 
Observer staff on running the 
story entitled ‘‘A Case for the In- 
dividual” by Bob Sherrill. It is 
good to know the Observer has 
not lost its decency and its guts. 
Keep up the good work. 

R. P. Sanchez, 223 S. 17th St., 
McAllen. 

Sirs: I must say a word of ap- 
preciation for the incisive edito- 
rial on the Bremond School] hear- 
ing which you carried with a by- 
line of B.S. I thought it struck a 
much needed note and appreci- 
ated your coverage of the hear- 
ing. 
Jimmy R. Allen, 206 Baptist 
Bidg., Dallas 1. 


Believers Penalized 

Sirs: In a recent issue of your 
paper there was an excerpt from 
Thoreau on Conscience and Civil 
Disobedience which I considered 
worthy of mention in my Sunday 
sermon. 

However, after reading the arti- 
cle entitled “Doubts About Bre- 
mond” by B.S., I have decided to 
question the depth and the qual- 
ity of your liberalism. 

The depth of your liberalism 
strikes me as being quite super- 
ficial. You disregard the option of 
parents and the local school board 
to give children a God-centered 
education. Your whole case is 
based on the principle that free- 
thinking, atheism, and agnosti- 
cism must be established in the 
schools of Texas, but not belief 
in God. Thereby you tie the state 
te a union with the worshippers 
of atheism, agnosticism, and free- 
thinking. 


The establishment of the gos- 
pels of these worshippers violates 
the principle of separation of 
church and state, no matter what 
manner of garb its promoters may 
choose to wear in the classroom. 

It is true that you side with a 
numerous majority, up to and in- 
cluding a President who refuses 
te give equal educational rights 
to people who believe in God. Yet 
the violation of the principle of 
church and state separation is not 
less egregious for all the great 
number of Americans who blithely 
subscribe te this widespread vio- 
lation of a basic assumption of our 
democracy. 

Those who believe in God must 
be penalized under this new es- 
tablishment of religion in Texas. 
The believers in God must be 
forced to build their own schools 
and also forced to pay taxes for 
the schools of others. It would 
seem that the believers in God 
must be allowed no recognition of 
their belief in God to express it- 
self in the course of public edu- 
cation. Those who promote Doubt 
of God and Denial of God are 
alone to be entitled to public funds 
for the promotion of their ideas. 
The cult of those who are indif- 
ferent to a Supreme Being is 
therefore to be established as the 
way of life to be followed by all 
Americans. 

I have not overdrawn the pic- 
ture. If anything, I have mini- 
mized the damage to true democ- 
racy. What is being sought in Bre- 
mond is not freedom. What is be- 
ing sought through the civil suit 
in Bremond is rather the right to 
persecute any freedom of worship 
and freedom of educational choice. 

You mention that Saint Mary’s 
School was brought into the pub- 
lic school system, but you neglect- 
ed to mention that the price of 
rental is only one dollar a year 
for this school building. This 
agreement seems to have been to 
the mutual satisfaction of both 
the school authorities and the 
teaching Sisters. I regard this ar- 
rangement as much closer to the 
provision for a ‘‘free exercise of 
religion” than the alternate choice 
for a monolithic religious know- 
nothingism im the schools of our 
country. 





I consider that the people of 
Bremond have been using a basic 
moral right to educate their chil- 
dren as they will... 

Reverend Joseph J. Rinshaw 
S. S J., Immaculate Conception 
Church, Bryan. 


More Spittoons? 

(The f poem was sent 
to the Observer anonymously. It 
just may be referring to the edict 
of State Land Commissioner Jerry 
Sadler to abolish the coffee break, 
while allowing the thermos pause, 
among his workers.) 

BREAK LAMENT 

It’s 8 o'clock, we madly tear 

To straighten seams and comb our 
hair. 

With thermos bottle, 
clasped 

Against our bosoms, thin and 
chaste, 

We make a bee-line for our chairs 

While uttering little moans and 
prayers. 

With anxious eyes we watch the 
door 

And wonder who has gone before. 

The braver ones take furtive bites 

From breakfasts left prepared last 
night. 

But even worse the weak ones’ 
plight 

Who cannot eat, choked up with 
fright. 

And as we long our thirst to slake, 

We dream of last year’s coffee 
breaks: 


tightly 





Migrants 


How once we raised the brimming 
cups, 
Poured in the milk, and drank it 
up. 
It coffee breaks ere out of tune, 
It’s time to order more spittoons. 
—An Employee 


Severe Penalties 


Sirs: A sentence in your article 
on jury duty in the January 14 
issue teally amazed me. You said 
you were shocked to see ordinary, 
fidgeting men with families, whose 
only crime was getting caught 
drunk in a car a second time, sent 
to the penitentiary for a year. 


If more of them were sent there 
maybe we would not have so much 
carnage on our highways. If you 
had not been dodging your duty 
to serve on a jury maybe you 
would have learned before now 
of the very extensive accident and 
death rate coming from driving 
while intoxicated. 


I have just finished a session on 
the Potter County Grand Jury 
(not my first, by any means), and 
I was impressed again by the 
great amount of “business” we 
had due to DWI cases. Education 
is of course one answer to the 
problem, but more strict enforce- 
ment of the law and more severe 
penalties are also needed. 


Allen Early, Jr., Amarillo. 





Political Intelligence 


(Continued from Page 7) 
ww South Texan, official journal 
of the South Texas Chamber 
of Commerce, speculated that the 
Texas Industrial Cmsn.’s goal of 
254 new industries in Texas dur- 
ing 1961 can be reached only if 
the legislature votes funds to im- 
plement the program and ‘‘recog- 
nizes the deterrent effect that in- 
creasing taxes on business and in- 
dustry will have on future indus- 
trialization’”” and if Congress 
blocks repeal of right-to-work laws 
and increased minimum wage. 
jy Murray Co. of Dallas, Inc., in 
a letter signed by president 
J. Kirby McDonough and sent to 
Texas businessmen, urged in- 
ceased membership in the Nation- 
al Assn. of Manufacturers because 
the NAM “‘has been a major force 
in ‘holding the line’ against those 
who would carry us all the way 
down the road to Socialism and, 
finally, Communism.” 
rod Jim Clark, Houston Post oil 
columnist, wrote that the oil 
industry “as an entity” has no 
spokesman in Washington and 
proposed an ‘“‘overall lobby.” 
ww Jack Cox, unsuccessful gu- 
bernatorial candidate in the 
May election, was awarded the 
George Washington gold medal by 
the Freedom Foundation of Val- 
ley Forge, Pa. He was given the 
Same award two years ago. 
w Texas Education Agency re- 
ported that spending for 
Texas public schools has been de- 
clining in proportion to other gov- 
ernment costs. In 1950, the TEA 
said, 35.5 pencent of tax dollars 
went for public education as com- 
pared with 30.6 in 1960. Scholastic 
population rose 34 per cent, en- 
rollment 51 per cent, average daily 
attendance 51 per cent ... Texas 
Classroom Teachers Assn. dis- 
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closed results of a teacher survey 
showing that 51 per cent have 
“outside employment’ —four of 
every five male teachers, one of 
every five female. Organization 
president Antoinette Miller said 
this figure is “alarming.”’ 


meets in Austin February 4 to de- 
cide labor endorsements in the 
Senate race. 
iw Rep. Jim Wright's campaign 
manager for his home coun- 
ty, Tarrant, is Bill Brown, who 
has supported Bill Blakley and 
Allan Shivers. In fact, he was 
Shivers’ campaign manager. ° 


Fd Only 43.4 per cent of Texans 

of voting age cast ballots in 
the presidential election, ranking 
44th in the nation. 
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Current Affairs 
EINSTEIN ON PEACE edited 
by Otto Nathan and Heinz Nor- 
den with a preface by Bertrand 
Russell. From the preface: Ein- 
stein was not only the ablest 
man of science of his genera- 
tion, he was also a wise man, 
which is = different. 

f statesmen had listened to 











Send your order for ANY 
book to DEPT. B, Texas 
Observer, 504 West 24th 
St., Austin, Texas. 























